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LETTER FROM
THE DIRECTOR

In many ways, 2020 was the year that wasn’t. No summer motorcycle shows, no Wings &
Wheels, no summer educational groups or activities, and no fun parties or events this fall.
From March 17 through June 25, the Curtiss Museum experienced the longest prolonged
closure in our organization’s nearly 60 years of operations. For months we listened to the
creaks and groans of an empty building which are usually muffled by the daily sounds of
excited patrons as they toured through our beautiful collection. Most of our days were spent
trying to plan for a future nobody could describe with any certainty. Our staff and Board
evaluated all possible contingencies as we settled in for a prolonged siege. As reopening
appeared on the horizon, our state and local health authorities provided guidance and
support. We communicated frequently with museums from across the country, using our
collective experiences and resources to help each other reopen slowly and safely. Since
June 26, we have been overwhelmed by the positivity and flexibility of our patrons as they
donned their masks, sanitized their hands, and enjoyed everything we had to offer during

a shortened and profoundly strange summer season.

The American Alliance of Museums predicts that nearly 20% of U.S. museums will not
survive the next 18 months. Though the Curtiss Museum experienced its fair share of
economic disruptions in 2020, we survived and thrived with the help of our amazing
staff, Trustees, volunteers and community. You, our Curtiss Family, stepped up when we
needed you most. Through membership renewals, donations, and other in-kind help, you
kept us going and for that we profoundly grateful. THANK YOU! 2021 marks the 60th
anniversary of our provisional charter from the State of New York and we cannot wait to
celebrate with you. We have some tremendous projects in the works and look forward to

sharing everything in the coming months.

Thank you again, and see you in 2021!

BENJAMIN JOHNSON

Executive Director
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MR. CURTISS AND HIS

MARVELOUS MOTORCYCLES

Young Glenn Curtiss got his thirst for speed
while living in Rochester, NY and working
as a Western Union bicycle messenger in the
mid-1890s. Returning to Hammondsport
in 1896, he became a champion racer for a
local team caught up in the bicycle craze of
the era. Curtiss’ life moved quickly on many
levels and by 1899, at the age of 20, he was
already married to Lena Neff, and started
his first business, a bicycle shop with his own
brand of bicycles known as "The Hercules".
He opened a second shop in Bath, NY the
following year.

However, a new era of transportation was
starting that dramatically changed his life
— The Age of Motorcycles. With the help
of his wife’s uncle, Frank Neff, Curtiss
began building his own motorcycle designs.
In October of 1900, they announced a
one-cylinder machine was ready for road
testing. The first bike was powered by
stock engine castings possibly purchased
from E. R. Thomas Motor Co. in Buffalo,
NY and proved to be underpowered. More
experimentation continued through 1901,
with the second machine too heavy and over
powered. Frustrated by the outcome, Curtiss
enlisted the help of his friend Charles
Kirkham, the result was a light weight,
high powered one-cylinder 2.5 hp engine
utilizing ball bearings in the casing. The
bike could attain 40 mph.

In the spring of 1902, his third machine, a
tandem, proved extremely successful, which
he promptly sold. Encouraged by a number
of inquiries, his first sale, and an order from
a New Jersey customer, Curtiss formed
the G. H. Curtiss Manufacturing Co. and
opened a third shop in Corning, NY. He
offered for sale both a complete motorcycle
and engine separately under The Hercules
brand. This success and a need to get back
into competitive sports prompted Glenn
to try his hand at racing motorcycles. He
garnered the notice of the racing community
in Brooklyn on Sept. 1st by winning a third-
place medal and a second-place Splitdorf
Cup on his one-cylinder Hercules.

In 1903 Curtiss was now totally absorbed in
motorcycles (he dropped bicycles completely
as well as his retail shops). Issuing his
first catalog, exhibiting at the New York
Auto Show and extensive advertising soon
brought in orders from as far as California
and New Zealand with twenty cycles and an
unknown number of engines being shipped
in the first five months. This forced the
addition to the plant behind his home. As
a result of what Glenn considered a poor
showing in his first racing event, he set out
to make a more powerful engine. Glenn’s
new creation, the V-Iwin or 2-cylinder,
5 hp engine was the first of its kind in
America. It made its debut at the New York
Motorcycle Club Riverdale Hill
Climb on May 30th, taking first
place out of 20 entrants. Heading
directly to Yonkers, Glenn took
first place medals for both the
one-mile and five-mile races at
the Empire City race track. To
Glenn’s embarrassment, he was
hailed as a hero with a parade
and presented a cut glass bowl
by Hammondsport citizens on
his return.

Glenn’s V-twin immediately
became the focus of the
industry with other companies
looking to add his engines to
their cycles or develop their
own. (Indian publicly offered

their first in 1906 and Harley—Davidson in
1909.) Demand for his engines increased
as another new mode of transportation,
aeronautics, showed a big interest in his
engines. Builders of dirigibles came to
Curtiss for help. The end of 1903 found
Glenn creating the first American V
4-cylinder engine for this new sport.

In January of 1904, Curtiss headed to
Ormond Beach, FL by train with his V-twin
Hercules to enter the new speed trials there.
Undaunted by the competition, Glenn won
the mile race in 59 seconds and the 10-mile
race in 8:54 minutes breaking all previous
American records. He would next revisit the
New York Hill Climb that May. Finding his
5 hp V-twin barred by the new 3 % hp limit,
he took second place with a one-cylinder
Hercules machine while hampered with fuel
mixture problems. While continuing to race,
Curtiss again expanded the plant to meet
increased demand. A significant change also
came that year - another company holding
the rights to the Hercules brand name
forced Glenn to re-brand his machines
as Curtiss.

Curtiss spent much of his time in 1905
traveling to exhibitions and races. More
trophies and speed records increased the
demand for his machines forcing another
expansion and an increase in the work force
as well as additions to the product line.

1906 would find Hammondsport quickly
becoming the center of American aviation
experimentation  thanks to  Curtiss.
Inventors came seeking his help looking for
the perfect engine. Thomas Scott Baldwin
would move his dirigible company to
Hammondsport at the same time another
balloonist, Charles Oliver Jones, arrived
to work with Curtiss - for Jones, Glenn
designed the first V-8 engine. At this time
Leonard “Tank” Waters, a childhood
friend of Glenn’s relocated his company,
the Motorcycle Equipment Company
(MECO), from Buffalo to Hammondsport
to be connected to the Curtiss Co. using the
facilities to produce the Erie Motorcycle and
the MECO brand motorcycle kits.

In January of 1907 Glenn mounted the new
V-8 engine on a modified motorcycle frame
and took it to the Speed Trials in Ormond
Beach. FL. There he set a world speed
record of 136.4 miles an hour earning him
the title of “The Fastest Man on Earth” as
well as becoming a world media sensation.
(It should be noted, this record stood as
a motorcycle speed record in the U.S.
until 1930.) He also set an officially timed
record of 1 minute 2 seconds for the mile
run in the single cylinder class on January
22nd. Competing in the mile race for two
cylinder cycles on the 23rd, Curtiss came
in first setting yet another record time of
46.2/3 seconds.

Glenn’s comments on the record breaking
V-8 run were a bit subdued as was his nature.
He was quoted as saying “Riding an eight
cylinder motorcycle is not likely to become
very popular” and at such a high speed “All
I could see was a streak of beach with wild
surf on one side, sand hills on the other and
a black spot where the crowd was.” “The
machine set up a terrific and inexplicable
vibration; it was so great that it did not create
wholly comforting thoughts.” However, he
did say of the experience: “It satisfied my
speed craving.”

Glenn soon found himself spending more
time managing the business and acting
as an engine man for Baldwin and others
and eventually stopped motorcycle racing.
Engine production was now at an all-time
high and it is estimated the company
produced between 500 and 600 motorcycle
and aeronautical engines that year.

With all of the publicity focused on Curtiss,
Alexander Graham Bell sought him out in
May to supply an engine for a flying machine
of Bell's design. Bell soon enticed him to
join the newly formed Aerial Experiment
Association in late 1907. The flying bug now
had a hold of Glenn morphing him from
wheels to wings.

From 1907 to 1909, the Curtiss Motorcycle
was still  extremely popular.  While
concentrating on aeronautical engines, the
company was offering five models of bikes
including the new, short lived, three-cylinder
motorcycle in the 1909 catalog. In 1909
the company was reorganized under the
name Herring-Curtiss. A pioneer aeronaut,
Augustus Herring joined Curtiss as a
partner with an emphasis on “development
and manufacture of aeroplanes” promising
the public that it would not effect Curtiss
motorcycle manufacture. And in fact they
issued their own Herring-Curtiss motorcycle
catalog for 1910. In August of 1909, Glenn

formed the Marvel Motorcycle Company
with “Tank” Waters. New buildings to house
the Marvel and MECO enterprises (the Erie
motorcycle was discontinued) were erected
adjacent to the Curtiss Co. and a new one-
cylinder engine was designed for the Marvel.

Sadly, 1910 heralded the demise of the
Curtiss Motorcycle. The Curtiss Herring
partnership soured and soon dissolved with
“little chance for the Curtiss plant being
opened as a motorcycle factory” according
to one news report. The production of
motorcycles and engines on a smaller scale
was transferred to the Marvel plant to meet
existing orders.

1911 saw many changes at the facilities. The
Curtiss Aeroplane Company was formed in
April and the Curtiss Motor Company a few
months later to occupy the existing plant.
The new unincorporated Curtiss Motorcycle
Company which appeared in May was
merged with Marvel by December. In the
meantime, the 1911 Marvel and Curtiss
motorcycles appeared as one-cylinder
machines, the V-twin being discontinued.
Sales diminished and 1912 would be
the last year motorcycle and motorcycle
engine production would take place in
Hammondsport. The major emphasis was
now fully on aviation.

Leonard “Tank” Waters would continue
the Motorcycle Equipment Company in
Hammondsport through 1928 strictly
as an  accessory  supply
company. With its closure, any
connection the village had to
the motorcycle industry ceased
to exist in its entirety.
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While Glenn and Hammondsport are
famous for their major influence in aviation
history, it should be noted that when it comes
to the motorcycle industry their influence
is just as great. For the short 10 years from
1902 to 1912, Curtiss and his representatives
set world speed records, won countless races
and inspired other companies to move on
to bigger and better accomplishments. Five
brands were produced here - the Hercules,
the Curtiss, the Erie, the MECO and the
Marvel. Curtiss engines were supplied to
several companies including the Harry
Geer Co. of St. Louis, MO who even went as
far as the purchase and resale of complete
1904 Hercules V-Twin models under their
own brand name Green Egg. No doubt, had
Glenn kept his interest in motorcycles on
an equal par with aircraft, several famous
brands might not be where they are today.
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As a boy Glenn Curtiss was an avid outdoorsman - proficient with a gun, rod and
a bow. Throughout his life he was quite athletic - playing football, swimming, and
a becoming a champion bicyclist and motorcycle racer. However, as his businesses
grew, his time for sports diminished. After “retiring” from aviation in 1919, Glenn
headed to Florida to develop the communities of Miami Springs, Hialeah and
Opa-locka. In Florida he found the abundance of sporting opportunities it had to
offer irresistible. In particular, Curtiss promoted an emerging sport, Archery Golf,
even built a course.

Archery Golf (also referred to as Robin Hood Golf) became one of Curtiss’s favorite
Florida pastimes. Played on a regular golf course, the game substituted bows and
arrows for clubs and balls with the target being an iron ring (Curtiss preferred a
coconut) instead of the hole. The sport dates to about 1923 in the U.S. and Glenn
was an early enthusiast. In 1925, while laying out the plans for Opa-Locka, Florida,
Glenn included an 18-hole archery golf course. In 1927 he met a young Native
American named Howard Hill who was an up and coming champion archer.

Glenn hired Howard to be the course and pro-shop manager and Howard
would write the first official rules for archery golf in 1928. Glenn and Howard
became close friends and hunting companions. The two even worked together in
developing a broad tipped hunting arrow using a Curtiss Aeroplane & Motor Co.
wind tunnel.

By 1929, Hill was a nationally known champion archer receiving the title of a
“Modern Day Robin Hood.” At this point Glenn introduced Howard to Arthur
Brisbane, a prominent newspaperman, who in turn introduced Howard to
Hollywood producers. Shortly after Glenn’s death in 1930, and for several
summers after that, Hill came to Hammondsport for the summer to teach young
boys hunting, fishing and archery at the scout house as a favor to the Curtiss
family. According to C. Thurston Carlson and other locals, Howard would also
give demonstrations at the Hammondsport and Bath schools for the public and
was a regular golfer at the Lake Salubria Golf Course in Bath.

ARCHERY "PRO” SHOP
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CAPTAIN BALDWIN, THE DIRIGIBLE,
CATALYST OF FLIGHT

Around 1932, Howard moved to
Hollywood, working on, or appearing
in, fourteen major motion picture films
(including The Adventures of Robin
Hood and They Died with Their Boots
On) as well as twenty documentaries.
He also taught several iconic Hollywood
stars to shoot a bow and arrow, including
Errol Flynn whom he would become a
fast friend and confidant.

Sadly, the sport in Opa-Locka waned
after Hill left. The course was annexed
into the Naval Air Station next door in
1938. The pro-shop that Howard had
managed for roughly six years became
the Officers Club for the base.

Always admiring and never forgetting
his close friend Glenn H. Curtiss,
Hill gave full credit for his success
to the man who he always referred
to as “G.H.” saying of him “he was
an archer, a gentleman, and a true
sportsman.” We can certainly see how
Glenn’s enthusiasm to try new things
and his interest in helping others
brought the “World’s Greatest Archer”
to Hammondsport.

In 1904, Captain Thomas Baldwin ordered a two cylinder engine from a Curtiss
Manufacturing Company catalog to attach to his latest dirigible, the ‘California
Arrow’. Captain Baldwin was no stranger to aviation. In fact, by 1885, he was one of
the most distinguished individuals in the field of aeronautics for performing stunts
like aerial trapeze from a hot air balloon and making the world’s first successful
parachute jump from a balloon from 1,000 ft in the air at Golden Gate Park
in 1887.

His main goal in 1903, however, was to develop a balloon powered by an engine.
His main problem was finding a suitable, light-weight engine, and he was hoping
that problem would be solved with the lightweight and powerful Curtiss engines
he’d heard of from the motorcycle racing world. On July 29, 1904, the ‘California
Arrow’ became the first successful dirigible to fly in the United States with the help
of a Curtiss engine.

Captain Baldwin relocated to Hammondsport to work with Glenn Curtiss full
time, and the small rural town soon was in the forefront of American aeronautics.
Because Captain Baldwin was so well known in the field of aviation, others within
the field began traveling to Hammondsport as well, including those interested in
aircraft, balloons, helicopters, ornithopters, kites, and such. Glenn, while intrigued
with helping these visitors create the perfect engines for their unique machines,

had no interest in going in the air. In fact, he privately believed the visiting aviators
to be foolish. In 1907, however, his curiosity got the best of him, and he decided
to take one of the dirigibles in the air. By the time he landed, he understood
the aviators' love of flying, and it was rumored he said, “I think I can make it go
faster.” This image is of Glenn’s first flight on June 28, 1907, at Kingsley Flats
in Hammondsport, which is where the Hammondsport Central School District
stands today.
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TEACHING THE WORLD TO FLY

PART |

For Glenn H. Curtiss, building and selling
aeroplanes were not enough. He wanted
people to understand the concept and
beauty of flying his aircraft. With the first
sale of an aeroplane to the Aeronautical
Society of New York in 1909, he agreed to
teach two of their members, Charles Willard
and Alexander Williams, how to fly it. These
were his first students. It quickly became
apparent to Curtiss that teaching people to
fly would open new possibilities for aviation
around the world and new markets for
aeroplanes.

In 1910 the first Curtiss School of Aviation
opened. The school locations expanded
rapidly and by 1916 there were over
ten Curtiss Aviation programs spread
throughout the country. Rarely was anyone
turned away and soon people from all walks
of life were learning to fly. With newspapers
taking notice of this demand and diversity
of the students, the schools were no longer
viewed as a curiosity of the day. Flight was
now being applauded and declared the
“wonder of the century”.

The Curtiss Aviation students had varied
backgrounds and while they sometimes
started training at an out-of-state location,
they often completed their training in
Hammondsport. Still in its infancy, flying
was exciting, dangerous, and only for the
daring. We begin a series detailing the lives
of some of these early pilots, who were “first”
among their peers.

Tom Gunn,
Bringing flight to Hawaii, China

Born in late 1893 to Chinese nationalist
parents, Tom Gunn took a strong interest
in aviation when he attended an air meet in
California in January of 1910. He quickly
arranged to attend the new Curtiss Aviation
School being opened in San Diego that
winter. Tom transferred to the school in
Hammondsport to graduate in the first class
of 1911. Thus becoming the first aviator of
Chinese ancestry. Beyond simply flying,
Gunn also was interested in designing and
building flying machines and by November
of that year he had successfully completed
one of his own design.

His first aviation meet was on January 20,
1912 in Los Angeles, CA. Three weeks
later on February 13th, Tom qualified for
his pilot’s license no.131 making him also
China’s first licensed pilot. After a couple
of exhibitions and a crash, Gunn returned
to Hammondsport in May and received
instruction at the Curtiss School in the
new Flying Boats. By August he was back

on the West Coast flying in exhibitions.
After offering his services to the Chinese
government, Tom Gunn received a
commission as a Captain in the Chinese
Army with the responsibilities of Chief
Aviator of the Republic.

Shortly after Tom’s success other Chinese
nationals would enroll and learn to fly at
the Curtiss schools which included Chan
Nam (1912), Wee Gee (1912), Arthur Fook
Yuen Lym (1913), Lan Do On (1914) and
Wong Tsu (1916).

Tom Gunn set sail for China on June 4th of
1913 from San Francisco with a Flying Boat
and two aircraft of his design and arrived
six days later in Honolulu, HI. There he
planned to stay over and fly exhibitions.
Originally planning to stay a month,
political events in China delayed his return.
However, in early 1914, due to a change in
Government the new leader there placed
a bounty on Gunn’s head, fearing Gunn
would return to cause an insurrection.
Gunn ended up in Manila opening up a
flight school there instead.

1915 found Tom flying exhibitions in
the Philippines and British Hong Kong
eventually getting permission to finally
fly on mainland China to raise money
for flood relief funds and humanitarian
organizations. He eventually assumed his
intended roll in the Chinese Army.

In late October, 1919, Gunn returned to
the United States charged by the Chinese
Government to purchase aircraft of the
newest type for the country as a result of
Japanese intervention in Northern China.
Gunn worked tirelessly the rest of his life
to build a modernized Air Force for China.
Tom Gunn passed away as a result of a
vehicle accident in 1925.

Emory Conrad Malik, First
African-American Licensed Pilot,
Plane Builder

Emory C. Malik was born in Seven Points,
PA. on Dec. 29, 1881. A skilled carpenter
and master tile-layer by trade, Emory took an
interest in aviation in 1910 and experimented
with gliders. While not a pilot, he was a
member of Aero Club of Pennsylvania and
decided to explore building his own aircraft.

While living in Philadelphia, he enrolled in the
Curtiss School of Aviation Class of 1912 and
attended the winter camp in San Diego, CA.
He completed the course for his diploma in
March to which he also earned pilot’s license
no. 105 to become not only the first African-
American aviator but also the first African-
American licensed pilot in the United States.

Beginning his career as an aviator in 1914,
Emory acquired his first airplane powered by a
Curtiss engine. After assembling it by himself,
he flew a demonstration over Selinsgrove, PA.
“to the wonderment of all" as one newspaper
was quoted.

Through the teens and twenties, Malik flew
in exhibitions and sold rides. He later flew for
various companies in the Philadelphia area
including Aero Service Corp., Dallen Aerial
Surveys and the Flying Dutchman Air Svc. as
a flight instructor; aerial photographer and
giving passenger flights.

Early in 1924, Emory Malik branched out on
his own again and obtained a WACO Curtiss
OX-5 powered aircraft and when not working
as a skilled tradesman, he “barnstormed”
around the northeast selling rides and flying
demonstrations

However, 1928 would be the last year Emory
would take to the air. After having a near
fatal crash at the Camden, NJ Air Show
while giving rides and again in November
suffering a crash that killed a passenger
and seriously injured himself, he quit flying
for good.

While he never flew again either asa
ilot or as a passenger; Emory would
ppear at air shows displaying his
arly 1914 Curtiss OX2 engine,
miniscing the pioneer days and
upporting the other aviators.
en asked why he would not
y again he said “I had my fun,
d now I'm done.” Emory Malik
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CURTISS CONNECTIONS:
WILLIAM C. CHADEAYNE

A native of Buffalo, N.Y., William C. Chadeayne,
is best known around Hammondsport as the
one of the founders of what is today Mercury
Corporation. He was born in 1877 and swept up in
the motorcycle craze of the early twentieth century.
He became a champion motorcycle racer as well
as President of the local motorcycle club. In fact,
Chadeayne and Curtiss would often compete in
the same races.

In early 1905, Chadeayne would turn his
fascination and skill into a livelihood by joining
the Thomas Auto-Bi Motorcycle Company as
secretary and treasurer, a position he would hold
for ten years. In addition to his management
role, Chaldean was also a rider on the company
exhibition team. Totally committed to the brand,
William set out to prove the durability of the
Thomas Auto-Bi by attempting a transcontinental
motorcycle trip from New York to San Francisco,
California with intentions of not only being the
second person to do so but also breaking the
previous record held by George A. Wyman in 1903.

On September 13, 1905, using a 1905 3 hp single
cylinder, model 44 Auto-Bi motorcycle with a
top speed of about 35 mph, Chadeayne set out
: . from New York City heading west. The trip was
: TR difficult (there being less than 200 miles of paved
rural roads outside of cities in the U. S.). The last leg from Ogden to San Francisco
was the most difficult. Chadeayne found he had only six days to complete the trip.
Pushing himself to complete exhaustion he arrived at his destination on October
30th. Completing the 4,000+ mile trip in 47 % days - beating the record by one day.

His trip was plagued with many adventures and mishaps including four major
accidents, bad roads, stuck in snow drifts and nearly freezing to death while crossing
the mountains, washed out bridges, gas and oil shortages, poor directions, food
poisoning and nearly being run down by a train. Interestingly enough the Auto-Bi
survived the trip in great shape.

While his trip was successful, the publicity wasn’t enough to keep the company from
going into reorganization and a name change to the Greyhound Motor Works. in
1909. Using a new 1909 Greyhound motorcycle, Chadeayne again attempted a
motorcycle feat that involved a tour across Central Europe. While touring France
they visited Glenn Curtiss at the Rheims Air Meet. It was a meeting and start of a
friendship that would be fortuitous for William.

In 1912 Greyhound switched to producing only motorcycle sidecars. In 1915
Chadeayne sold off his manufacturing equipment and struck up a deal with The
Curtiss Aeroplane Co., selling them his building in Buffalo for their expansion and
joining the company as an employee. Eventually he moved to Hammondsport
and in 1921. He became one of the founders and Vice President of the Aerial
Service Corp. later known as Mercury Aircraft Corp. William would pass away on
February 16, 1966 and is buried in the Pleasant Valley Cemetery not too far from
Glenn H. Curtiss.
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ART WILDER'S

RESTORATION SHOP UPDATE

Like most things, the restoration effort came to a halt March 16th. We
resumed limited work in the shop once the museum re-opened. I will
say we've completed a good deal despite the shut-down. We’ve got the
identification lights working on the P-40, the belly lights in the photo
allowed Allied troops and gunmen on the ground to identify Allied planes.

Early in September we
discovered that the C-46
(the large plane outside the
museum) windscreen had
fallen out of alignment and
a small leak had developed.
Weather was  obviously
getting into the cockpit.
We had hoped to re-seat
the windscreen, however
on closer inspection we
realized that a new frame
was in order. On September
28, the able volunteers
(some of which are retired
airplane mechanics and
fabricators) spent 10 hours
hand-fabricating an entirely
new windscreen and fitting
into the Commando. We
had to do it in one day
because we needed a power
lift to access the area safely.
Ten hours and all done!

Keep up with Curtiss Museum news
and member events via our monthly
e-newsletter, Share your email

and name with us at Community@
CurtissMuseum.org to be added to the
distribution list.

Thisyearwas different,
not just due to Covid,
also due to the loss
of our advocate, long
time board member,
and golf tournament
enthusiast, Dick Rahill.
Dick’s passing has
been felt throughout
the community. He
was a champion of
Keuka Lake and the entire Southern
Tier. Many organizations, indeed entire
communities, are indebted to Dick’s
efforts to strengthen and improve
our corner of the world. The Curtiss
was lucky to have benefited from his
leadership as a museum trustee and his
generous support. We admit much will
be different going forward, but we will
go on, and carry forward his legacy of
doing good.

We are grateful for the supportwe receive
from our friends in county government.
For a few years the County Public Works
Department truck have featured signs
that promote unique features in Steuben
communities. Keep your eyes open for
the “Curtiss Museum truck.”

The Curtiss Classic did take place in an “On-Demand” format
and here are some fun photos from the tournament.

Mercury Inc. Harter Secrest & Emery

Friendly Ford Douglas Mann
Cormng Inc. Thomas Love
GCP Liquor Keuka Insurance

Frey & Campbell
Elmira Structures
Bully Hill

Kirk Gregg

Tom Tranter
Dick Honeyman
Valicenti Advisory Services Paul Clark

Tom Snow

Woods, Oviatt & Gilman
The Olney Place

Kyle Bower

Becky Stranges

"At the time of my visit to the museum,

I had recently “sema-retired” from PCB
Piezotronics, so getting involved in aeroplane
restoration activity at the museum restoration
shop sparked my interest.”

In his own words Jim recounts how his interest in
building the America took hold. Jim shared his
expertise, time, and funds to support that project,
and others over the years. He assisted the museum
as a volunteer, as a board member, even as a
videographer and film editor. The America flew in
2008 and Jim helped capture that flight on film. He
later edited that footage and it is played daily for
museum Visitors.

Brent Najadi

Town of Wayne Team
Chemung Canal Trust

Joe Meade

Micro Solutions

Denny Carlson

Tom Tunney

Pleasant Valley Inn

Heron Hill

Pleasant Valley Wine Company
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MUSEUM HOURS

November 01 - April 30
Monday - Sunday, 10am - 4pm
May 01 - October 31

Monday - Sunday, 9am - 5pm
MUSEUM CLOSED

New Year's Day

Easter Sunday

Thanksgiving Day

Christmas Eve

Christmas Day

PLANNED GIVING
CREATE A LASTING LEGACY

1. Make gifts of appreciated stock or property to avoid recognizing gains.
How it works: It may be advantageous to gift to the museum appreciated stocks or property you no longer use. You forego paying capital
gains taxes on the appreciation and at the same time the value of the charitable contribution may (if you itemize) decrease income taxes.
2. Use your IRA distribution - if you are at least 70 %2 years of age and have an IRA distribution to take this year it
may be beneficial to direct some of the withdrawal to the Glenn H. Curtiss Museum, and other charities, you care about.
How it works: Speak with your financial advisor to direct funds from your IRA to the Curtiss Museum. You can pay your membership
annual gift this way, make gifts in honor of friends and family, or support your favorite program at the museum. The great thing about
using your IRA funds is that you do not recognize the income and that can have a positive effect on your tax bill come January 2020. As
with all potentially taxed advantaged gifts individual circumstances will affect the benefits and outcome for you. Always consult with
your attorney and financial/tax advisor to learn speifics related to your situation.
3. Making a Gift in your Will
Naming the Glenn H, Curtiss Museum as a beneficiary of your will or trust is easy! You can add the Museum to your will or trust with this
simple phrase “ give the sum of dollars ($ )or percent of my estate to the Glenn H. Curtiss
Museum, a nonprofit corporation for general purpose and use.”

To discuss the details of making a gift to the Museum contact:
Amy Gush, Relationship Officer, at 607-569-2160 or email her at community@curtissmuseum.org
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